














2. OBJECTIVES AND RATIONALE

The DTP was founded in 1989 at the initiative of Jose Ramos-Horta, a human rights
advocate from East Timor who became his country’s representative to the UN after
the invasion of East Timor by the Indonesian military in 1975. Having been directly
involved in international diplomacy for over fifteen years, Jose decided to share his
experiences with other activists in the Asia-Pacific region through the development of
a professional training course in the diplomacy of human rights.

Jose’s proposal to initiate diplomacy training for human rights defenders was
endorsed by the Faculty of Law at the University of New South Wales (UN SW) and
the first training session was held in January-February 1990 in Sydney. From that
date the DTP has been affiliated with the University of New South Wales and
cooperates closely with the Uiversity of New South Wales Human Rights Centre.
Since 1990, the DTP has organised seven annual training sessions in Sydney and
Bangkok and a number of other in-country sessions for activists and NGOs in the
region. The total number of graduates from the DTP is more than three hundred.

As expressed in the foundation document of the DTP, the main aims and objectives of
the Program are to:

Convey to participants an understanding of the problems and issues faced by
national minorities, colonial and indigenous peoples, and labour movements
of the developing world, in particular, of the Asia-Pacific region;

Offer participants a specialised training in the ways the international system
functions, the means and resources available for the advancement of their
rights and interests, within the UN system and other international, regional
and national institutions.

The DTP believes that Asia-Pacific is a region in which human rights require
protection and promotion through a multitude of activities, in particular
education and training. In the Asia-Pacific, there are no regional arrangements for
human rights, such as a convention or a regional commission. The level of ratification
of principle UN human rights conventions is particularly low in comparison with
other regions. Although there have been some improvements in human rights
protection in a number of countries, in others instances of disappearances, arbitrary
arrest, detention and torture in custody etc. persist. Many victims of these and other
violations belong to ethnic and other minorities and indigenous peoples. Problems
concerning violations of the rights of women, workers, minorities and indigenous
peoples are unresolved, even in those countries in which political structures purport
to be democratic.











































































