


About Us

● We are a youth-led, non-partisan campaign aiming to 

uplift and strengthen youth voice by extending the 

voting age to 16. 

● Make It 16 began in 2019, during Youth Parliament, 

where all parties agreed that the voting age should be 

extended.

● We have now become a nation-wide group of people 

passionate about making it 16. 



Our Legal Case

● Preventing 16 and 17 year-olds from voting is unjustified 
age discrimination in breach of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights

● Section 19 - age discrimation for those over 16

● Section 5 - justified limits

● Discretion - a human rights issue



Our Legal Case



How the case has helped us

● Increased our 
publicity/media

● Improved our credibility

● Increased petition 
signatures

● Created better discussion

● Pressured politicians

● Electoral Review and 
members bill
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● Voting is a fundamental right.

● At 16 you can drive, work full time and already have 

big responsibilities and make big life decisions. Letting 

16 year olds vote on politicians to represent their 

interests in parliament isn’t that different.

● Age doesn’t determine your intelligence or political 

knowledge. A person’s right to vote is not contingent 

on their level of education or life experience. 

Our Key Arguments



● There shouldn’t be taxation without representation. 

Many 16 and 17 year-olds work and pay tax yet have no 

say on where that money goes. 

● Decisions that the govt make today will undoubtedly 

affect youth futures the most.

● Allowing 16 and 17 year-olds to vote would allow for more 

people’s voices to be represented in Parliament, creating 

a stronger democracy, and creating better youth policy.

Our Key Arguments




