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AGAINST DEVELOPMENT AGGRESSION

PHILIPPINE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ STRUGGLES 

IN DEFENSE OF ANCESTRAL LAND



Against Destructive DAMS



Jalaur Dam



Apayao Dams



Against Destructive Mining







ASSERTION OF SELF-DETERMINATION

DEFENSE OF ANCESTRAL LAND IS



Cordillera Day – April 24



Declaring Own IP Days



Self-determined development



1987 Philippine Constitution

• 1987 Constitution Article XII 
National Economy and 
Patrimony

– Section 5. The State, subject 
to the provisions of this 
Constitution and national 
development policies and 
programs, shall protect the 
rights of indigenous cultural 
communities to their 
ancestral lands to ensure 
their economic, social, and 
cultural well-being. 

– The Congress may provide 
for the applicability of 
customary laws governing 
property rights or relations 
in determining the 
ownership and extent of 
ancestral domain. 

• Article X Local Government 
Autonomous Regions Sections 
15-21



Two Draft Organic Acts 

Two Failed Plebiscites

• The process towards setting up the Cordillera 
Autonomous Region defined in the 
Constitution is for Congress, with the help of a 
Cordillera Regional Consultative Commission, 
to draft an Organic Act to establish the 
autonomous region.  The Organic Act is to be 
submitted to the people for ratification in a 
plebiscite called for the purpose.

• 1990 RA 6766 – rejected except Ifugao
• 1997 RA 8438 – rejected except Apayao
• Through the years, various drafts, but still not 

approved; lack of education / information; 
distrust of personalities, traditional politicians 
who will lord over the proposed autonomous 
region



Lessons from 

Practice

• Genuine regional autonomy cannot merely be 
structural nor mechanical.  For it to be 

substantial, it has to be predicated on a full and 
substantial recognition of indigenous people’s 
rights to ancestral land and self-determination.  

• GRA cannot be rushed, as it can only succeed 

when the people are fully knowledgeable, 
empowered and prepared for it.  

• GRA cannot be merely granted from above, it 
has to be asserted by a conscientized and 

empowered people.



CPA Vision of GRA / RSD

Full recognition of 

indigenous peoples’ 

rights à institutional 

rectification of national 

oppression and 

discrimination

Contradiction of 

Regalian Doctrine and 

Native Title

Repeal of unjust laws:, 

Mining Act, Forestry 

Code

Review IPRA, overhaul 

NCIP, full practice of 

FPIC 

Recognition of AL: 

Land and resources to 

benefit primarily IPs 

NOT to be plundered 

by MNCs, ruling classes

Closure of destructive 

mines, defend 

patrimony for future 

development 



IPRA - National Commission on IPs

• Land grabbing / Awarding Ancestral Land 
Claims to fraudulent claimants

• Anomalous conduct of Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent

• Graft and corruption
• Sowing disunity – fake organizations, fake 

datus
• Effort to ban self-ascribed names/terms –

Lumad, Tumandok, even Igorot 
• Instrument of Task Force to End Local 

Communist Armed Conflict  



SC 10

Right to Self-Determination

International customary law, as defined in the 
UN Charter, the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, affirms the right of all peoples to self 
determination, by virtue of which they freely 
determine their political status and freely 

pursue their economic, social and cultural 
development. 

2007 UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples affirms IPs the right to 
self-determination



SD is the assertion of IPR/HR

• Determination of political status means the extent 
that an IP group freely chooses to integrate into the 
wider society, on the condition that their rights are 
respected and discrimination and oppression 
rectified. Self-determined development means that 
IPs should define their own course of development, 
at their own pace, which very often conflicts with the 
dominant neo-liberal development framework which 
most States adhere to, allowing big business and 
corporate development to take over IP lands for 
private profit of only a few. 

• The persistence of traditional indigenous values and 
socio-cultural systems manifest a refusal to integrate 
into wider State systems that continue to perpetrate 
discrimination and oppression against indigenous 
peoples, in itself is a manifestation of self-
determination. 



SD is the assertion of IPR/HR

• Indigenous peoples in the Philippines have achieved 
many significant gains through forming strong IPOs in 
order to assert our democratic rights and welfare. We 
walk in the footsteps of our heroes and martyrs who 
have sacrificed their lives in defense of land, life and 
honor. Our people are learning that we have to solve 
our own problems, to assert our alternative forms of 
development in the face of government 
discrimination and neglect, like the Lumad schools, 
traditional medicine, environmental stewardship. We 
are learning autonomous governance from the 
grassroots, which is our assertion of the right to self-
determination.



• Past Duterte authoritarian government and 
present Marcos Jr. have tried to wipe out many 
of our earlier gains (bombings, massacres, EJK, 

enforced disappearances, trumped-up charges, 
imprisonment, designation as terrorists)

• GRA cannot happen under an undemocratic, 
autocratic State

• Indigenous peoples in the Philippines have 
united with other democratic classes and 
sectors as we persevere in the struggle for a 

truly democratic and sovereign Philippine 
society which would truly recognize the prior 
rights of indigenous peoples to ancestral land 
and self-determination



The struggle continues...



We call for international solidarity


